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The Forest Ecosystem Science Co-operative Inc. (Forest Co-op), 

incorporated as a not-for-profit organization under the laws of 

Ontario in 1997, is a partnership investing in forest science for  

the purpose of supporting sustainable forest management,  

thereby reducing uncertainties associated with forest  

management decisions.  

It is the vision of our members that the Forest Co-op be recognized 

as a lead agency for developing science partnerships in support of 

sustainable forest management in Ontario.  

Our mission is to co-ordinate the delivery of timely, relevant forest 

science, networking forest practitioners and the science community.  

The origin of the Forest Co-op dates back to an unorganized 

predecessor group known as the Boreal Ecosystem Science  

Co-operative that operated under the umbrella of Lakehead 

University from 1994 through 1997.  In 1997 the forum expanded its 

mandate and became incorporated under its current name creating 

an independent business known as the Forest Ecosystem Science 

Co-operative Inc. or “Forest Co-op”.  In September 2007 the Forest 

Co-op celebrated its 10th Anniversary of incorporation.  

Forest Co-op membership and partnerships are comprised of 

industry, business, government, colleges and universities, and 

research and other organizations and institutions concerned with 

forest ecosystems.  The Forest Co-op promotes partnerships and 

inter-agency linkages to address the science knowledge needs of all 

forest stakeholders and provides a forum for the exchange of ideas 

and the identification of science and research priorities.   

Collaborative research and interdisciplinary ventures are 

encouraged and facilitated through our organization’s  

administration support services.  

Our Organization

At the Forest Co-op, knowledge development is delivered at 

the project or program level.  Program delivery is overseen by 

strategically focused science units governed by representatives 

of member organizations with similar interests.  Project delivery 

is overseen by “Steering Committees” representing the specific 

members whose support has facilitated the individual projects.  

Through the building of these science partnerships, an innovative 

environment committed to the development of new knowledge 

is created.  With the participation of multi-disciplinary interests, 

accountability is shared and improved.  

Financial and administration management is a key service of our 

organization.  The Forest Co-op strives to provide efficient, effective 

management of collaborative initiatives, and facilitates technology 

transfer.  Forest Co-op project partnerships provide our members 

with a favourable return on investment through cost-sharing  

and economies of scale.  We also seek in-kind contributions and 

research funding opportunities to further enhance our  

partners’ ventures.
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